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------------------------------------------------------------
Family Circus Children's Ministry Update
Volume 4, No. 49, December 6, 2004

"A Rough Child"

by Darrell Blatchley
Missionary to Asia's Little Ones
------------------------------------------------------------

Three years is a long time to a child. It's fifty percent of the life of a six year old and for hundreds of children that's how long they have been attending the Family Circus Church for children and their families in the Philippines.
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For the week of Dec. 5th we had 2,810+ attending services. It was just a regular week, and as usual many were lined up 1 1/2 hour before service waiting for service to start. Dec. 11th we celebrate our 3rd anniversary. 
By this time next year we anticipate growing 4 time's our current size. That will be possible by moving to a new location in the heart of the most densely populated slum in Davao City. Our plans are to build a multipurpose basket ball court w/bleachers capable of seating 2500. 
With four services a week we will reach our next year goal of 1% 7,500 of the 750,000 (primarily poor and unreached) children in Davao. No, we don't have the funds to build but we know the God who loves the little children can supply the needs to help these. 
God has helped us to distribute one at a time, more than 100,000 hot bread rolls, juice, 10,000 meals, 8 tons of rice, and much more to minister to the real needs of these children who live in poverty. (Thanks 'Asia's Little Ones') 
One of those children, age 13, he's a little rough. (We'll call him Alex) came to our attention last week.
The presence of the Lord was so real as we shared communion with the 2,500+ that attended the services. BUT Alex was not behaving. He was disrupting the entire area in the bleachers where he was sitting. We quickly but quietly brought him back stage and began talking to him. He apologized and said in a serious tone, "I am determined to follow Jesus." My heart ached as I heard these words.
This young man later came to me at the close of the service and again ask me to pray for him. He also made a fresh commitment to follow Jesus, repenting of his sins. Alex is from a dysfunctional family, many things we don't know yet, but we know he has dropped out from school. Likely because his family could not afford the school supplies, and uniform for him to attend. That's about $20 for a pair of pants, shoes, underclothes, notebooks, and additional school supplies that would help supply a years education. 
Yes, he was rough and naughty, and Yes, He's on his way to heaven. He's also in the Christmas program and is one of a couple hundred children who will be helping to tell thousands of their friends and family members the importance of following Jesus.
Another concerned mother (she lives in the slums) of a 13 year old boy came to one of our staff this past week. She said, her son has been borrowing a Bible from our staff member and reading it each night. She asked, "What is happening to my son? Is he going to become a pastor?" Yes mama, "I think your son has a call from God on his life and Boboy may become a pastor. He's already assisting us in teaching other children through drama and as a regular participant of our weekly visitation team.
Thanks to Asia's Little Ones, we are seeing wonderful blessings coming from investing in the lives of Asia's little ones. 
In it for the King & His kids,
Darrell & Sandy Blatchley
Family Circus Children's ministries 
------------------------------------------------------------
PS: We will be returning to the USA on furlough Dec 21-March 2005. 
If your church would like to have a missions service with us please email us. 
NOTE EMAIL ADDRESS: When corresponding please use the following Email address: Familycircus@agmd.org" Familycircus@agmd.org  It is a forwarding server.

Please Note:
	Enjoy a visit to our new web site - www.familycircuscm.org.


	If you would like to share this information with friends, please forward this message or encourage them to email us at familycircus@agmd.org to join the list. We enjoy hearing from all our friends. 


	Click on the following link if you can help us financially in ministering to the King’s Kids:


http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html" http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html

For the King and His kids!
Darrell and Sandy Blatchley
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Family Circus Children's Ministry
PO Box 211 
Payette, ID 83661
or 
Family Circus 
PO Box 80542
8000 Davao City 
PHILIPPINES  


