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Family Circus Children's Ministry Update 
Volume 306 No. 3 January 22, 2008

“See You Soon… Mike”

by Darrell Blatchley
Missionary to Asia's Little Ones
------------------------------------------------------------


Hello again friends,

My sister Cheryl emailed me the following:
 
From: Cheryl 
Sent: Sunday, January 20, 2008 2:49 AM
To: Darrell Blatchley
Subject: Mike
 
Hi Darrell, talked to Dad this morning and he said Mike has got a few hours left. He hasn't eaten for several days and cannot walk anymore. I asked if he was still with it and he said he is in and out. He thought you were coming and said he would have to drink his own water because yours is bad. He must have thought you were bringing water from the Philippines. I had talked to him last Saturday and his voice was soft. I called him on Tuesday to let him know I had sent a package with several different kinds of instant spuds afile_2.jpg
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nd some of our homemade jelly to him and he sounded better. He asked me to send him some of our homemade summer sausage and ring bologna so I called this morning to tell him to check his mail today so it would not be sitting in the post office until Tuesday since Monday is a holiday. Dad said he could not talk. Seems like he has gone down hill really fast now… Last Sunday Dad said he was sleeping on the pulpit and they laid him down on the altar... Wednesday Mike couldn't go to church so they went to the parsonage and sang songs and prayed there. He is on morphine and Hospice is there. Thought you should know. 
Love you, 
Cheryl
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It’s sad to see friends and family get sick and die. The tears come, yet the deep sting of death is removed because we know that this life is short, and it is only a stepping point into eternity. There, because of our trust in Jesus, we will know as we are known, without the imperfections and decay that come from this sin-infected planet. 
 
Recently, I’ve thought often about my brother Mike and our shared history. As an only child, at the age of seven he "prayed in" his three siblings (via adoption): two sisters Cheryl, Patti, and me, his brother. 

Mike's desire to be a preacher came so early in his life. I remember his preaching to us when we were only five or six years old and he was eight, lining up chairs as if in church, and Mike would preach a fire and brimstone message… 
 
I remember him playing the piano both at home and at church. One day, 45 years ago (when I was seven years old), I knelt by the piano bench in our house at Wallowa, Oregon, while Mom sat next to Mike as he played they sang the song,

“Looking for a city, where we’ll never die, 
There with sainted millions never say goodbye.” 

Listening as I cried, I gave my heart to Jesus, and I never turned back… 
 
It’s neat to hear of him sleeping on the pulpit--that one piece of furniture that was so important in his life--and then being placed on the altar, a second very important place in his life. How many times did we as kids spend time, often in tears, seeking the presence of God there at the altar? 
 
I hold these memories in my heart; they are very precious. 

My brother is three years older than me, and he’s spent most of his life getting ready to go Home. A couple hours ago I was notified that he entered Heaven’s door… 

Darrell, Mike just passed away minutes ago at 10:10 PM our time. 

See you soon… Mike.
 
We’re praying for Debbie and the family for strength and God’s presence. We will meet again. 
 
Your brother,

Darrell Blatchley
Davao City, Philippines


Web Site: We have several new posts at our site, with pictures for our email updates. Check them out on-line when you have time www.familycircuscm.org

Let us know what you think. Thanks!!
-----------------------------------------------------

Please Note:

	Enjoy a visit to our new web site - www.familycircuscm.org.


	If you would like to share this information with friends, please forward this message or encourage them to email us at familycircus@agmd.org to join the list. We enjoy hearing from all our friends. 


	Click on the following link if you can help us financially in ministering to the King’s Kids:


http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html" http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html



For the King and His kids!
Darrell and Sandy Blatchley
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