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“Riding a Harley in Heaven?”

by Darrell Blatchley
Missionary to Asia's Little Ones
------------------------------------------------------------


Hello again, friends.
 
We are thankful for friends that give to help the kids even when they really can’t afford to. 
One interesting spin-off of doing these updates are responses from friends and family. Many friends will write notes reflecting on how the update touches their hearts. We are thankful for all the responses. Keeping in touch with friends and family is a blessing. 
Occasionally  someone will send a note asking to be removed from the update list, which we respectfully do ASAP. There are some who don’t like reading these updates feeling that all we do is ask for money. Now, I hope that’s not true. Yet if we did, it’d be because many of the little ones we work with will die or be malnourished--with stunted minds and bodies--without the help. This is simply a fact; I don’t have to exaggerate. We do our best to keep track of these little kids that are coming to us. More than 2,000 of them are malnourished, and we help them each week with food and vitamins as we have the resources. 
We have 40’ shipping containers being prepared in the states with equipment and supplies for the bakery and kids ministry. Each container will cost about $4,000 to ship with an average of $50,000+ in donated goods. Funds are needed for the shipping and to clear customs. If interested, please pray, and contact us if you can help.
 Almost seven years ago, before we started FC as a church with four walls, we were looking for a traditional, existing church that would welcome and minister to the kids that we had led to the Lord as Family Circus children’s ministry on the street. The kids were needing that type of fellowship and a place to belong. They wanted it. 
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We finally gave up searching when we were turned down repeatedly. The last pastor was speaking for himself and other pastors when he said, “We don’t do kids ministry… There’s no money in it.” 
At that time we had 100 kids meeting weekly upstairs at McDonalds on Sunday morning. That pastor who didn’t want the kids had an average sized church of 40 – 50. 
Now a few years later we have taken those 100 kids and a lot of their family members and now have 5,000 - 6,000 in church each week, and I understand he still has maybe 40 - 50, and still the same heart, and doesn’t do ministry for the children… Still no money in it… 
 This morning, as is my habit, I went to McDonald’s to eat an 80 cent breakfast: two hotcakes with *crunchy peanut butter and chocolate chips (*personal additions).  I noticed another local missionary eating alone so I asked if I could join him. He lives here in town and oversees a wonderful Bible College and orphanage. While eating he asked me about our churches plans for future sustainability. That’s the age old question: “When will the church and ministry pay for itself?” 
 
My response:
Our tent is full of little kids we’ve rescued off the streets, from the war zone called life. Many are orphans, street kids from broken, dysfunctional families. We can report that there are growing numbers attending each week from healthy families that want their kids to experience the vibrant ministry of a church that prioritizes communicating the Gospel in a relevant, understandable manner to children. 
When will we say, “It’s enough," and no longer prioritize children, and give no more food to the malnourished, no more free dental treatment to the children, give no more band-aids and first aid, give no more free hugs, no more new and second hand clothing, no more free rides to church? When should we stop using so much money and start balancing the budget making the church more traditional?”
 
The Answer:
The time for us to stop spending so much time and money to minister to these little ones is when there are no more children who are hungry, malnourished, lonely, orphaned, lost and hurting. Then it will be time to quit. In the meantime, we understand each year there are 50,000 new babies being born in this town, and many of them are refugees from the war of life on the street. 
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Just this Easter weekend two more of these newborns were carried into service, neither baby yet a week old. One mother is Roselle, age 16 (see picture). 
We started ministering to her out on the street when she was about three years old (13 years ago). The newborn baby's father is unknown. But God remains the Father of the Fatherless. Every year we average 250 newborns added to our congregation. 
As long as God provides the resources and we have the strength, we’ll be here to help them, and God will make a way where there seems to be no way. There is no retirement in sight in this task. Even grandparents can find a place for giving love to kids (the kids need and love it). Jesus identifies Himself with "one of the least of these," and we say that but for the grace of God it could be us.
We know that this weekend's ministry is coming, and as of today we have a shortage of funds to cover it, but we’ve been there before, and we keep reminding the Lord of our daily needs. We believe, “Come this weekend once again there will be funds to meet the need.” 
Remember the story of the “Good Samaritan?” In my thinking Jesus was the ‘Good Samaritan.’ He picked up the wounded guy and brought him to the inn keeper and gave him some money and said, “Take care of him, and if you use more funds than I gave you, I’ll reimburse you when I return.” 
We look at ourselves as the innkeeper, and He brings us the least of these, He says, “Take care of them, for those considered the least are the greatest in the Kingdom.” With a thankful heart we obey. 
 
God Provides – Testimony and praise report: 
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Last week we paid off a piece of property (C-10) for the children’s ministry that was about forty days overdue. In January, when it was due, we asked the owner for a two month extension. 
God answered prayers by touching the heart of a man who sold his Harley so that the property would be there for the kids. (Are there Harleys in heaven?) ;-) 
My understanding is when we enter the grave we can’t carry anything with us on our trip into eternity. The only things we can take with us to heaven is what is already sent ahead… 
It wouldn’t surprise me when I get to heaven to see my friend on a Harley rolling up to me while I’m taking a stroll on streets of gold… 

God Provides – Prayer Request
We have other pieces of property needing to be paid. C-9 is due in May for US$23,000. The economy has taken a big tumble in the states, and yet we know that God is the supplier, and His resources are not tied to Wall Street. *Please pray and if interested in assisting contact us. (Project #5499) 
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In it for the King & His kids,
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Darrell and Sandy Blatchley

Family Circus Children's Ministry
PO Box 211 
Payette, ID 83661
or 
Family Circus 
PO Box 80542
8000 Davao City 
PHILIPPINES


Web Site: We have several new posts at our site, with pictures for our email updates. Check them out on-line when you have time www.familycircuscm.org

Let us know what you think. Thanks!!
-----------------------------------------------------

Please Note:

	Enjoy a visit to our new web site - www.familycircuscm.org.


	If you would like to share this information with friends, please forward this message or encourage them to email us at familycircus@agmd.org to join the list. We enjoy hearing from all our friends. 


	Click on the following link if you can help us financially in ministering to the King’s Kids:


http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html" http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html

file_12.jpg

file_13.wmf









