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Family Circus Children's Ministry Update 
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“$250 Nail Job!”

by Darrell Blatchley
Missionary to Asia's Little Ones
------------------------------------------------------------


Hello again friends,
 
My friend was telling me about some of the costs to patients in American nursing homes.  Not wanting to believe my ears, I responded, “It costs that much for an senior citizen to have toe nails cut?!?" 
 
Flashback:
 
A few years ago, on a busy morning, we drove past a garbage can that had an old lady reaching in and eating the food she found inside. Looking closer you could see there were a large number of flies circling her head. Whether they were from the garbage can or her was uncertain. 
 
That image gripped my heart. Later, instead of a grandma, my HS imagination made it become a baby or small child abandoned by the roadside. Then, during devotions, reflecting on what I saw, I asked, “What would someone do after seeing a small child abandoned at the side of the road?” 

The answer was obvious. Many would take responsibility and do something to assist a child or a baby. BUT I asked, “What would Jesus do for this old woman…a child loved by God?” 

Motivated by the answer, we went back to the area and found Lolita – Her name meaning “Southern Belle.” She was living in a shack (formerly a tool shed), with her elderly husband. They had been shoved out of their home by their adult children. The kids would often lock mom in the shed for days, not wanting the embarrassment of the neighbors seeing their mom searching for food in the garbage cans. 

We invited Lolita to our home where Sandy and the ladies on the Family Circus team ladies gave her a shower, new clothes,  medical care, treated her lice infested hair, and, as Jesus instructed in John 13:14, they washed her feet. They even trimmed her nails, including her toe nails. 
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Last month, while in the States, we visited Sandy’s mom in an assisted care center. In the home we observed many elderly people. 

What diamonds they are hidden away, neglected in often poor settings. So many precious older people approaching eternity, some even receiving harsh and cruel treatment. We discovered that for a person in those homes to have a ‘nail job,’ to have a professional cut an old person's thick, tough toenails, would cost $250!
 
We need enough ‘nail job’ money to cut 54 old peoples toe nails. We’re willing to cut their toe nails for free, but if we had that much money--$13,500 to be exact--we could pay off a piece of property in front of the tent where we are planning on building a restaurant/bakery this next year as a part of our feeding program for the malnourished children. Currently we have about 1,400 malnourished attending services each week. When they attend, they receive rice and a weeks supply of multivitamins as funds permit. 
 
If you’d like to donate a “nail job” (in funds) prayerfully we can pay off that piece of property this next month. It would take 808 nail jobs at $250 each to pay off all the property we have agreed to purchase. Total - $202,000. Imagine if that happened over this Christmas season. Wow!!
 
In it for the King & His kids,
 
Darrell & Sandy Blatchley 

PS When I was a child I often heard my father say, “I wished I had enough money to buy an elephant.” Confused I ask him, “Why do you want to buy an elephant.” He replied, “I don’t want to buy an elephant. I just wish I had the money. Elephants are expensive.” Well I’m like him only I wish I had enough money to do 808 “nail jobs.”

Web Site: We have several new posts at our site, with pictures for our email updates. Check them out on-line when you have time www.familycircuscm.org

Let us know what you think. Thanks!!
-----------------------------------------------------

Please Note:

	Enjoy a visit to our new web site - www.familycircuscm.org.


	If you would like to share this information with friends, please forward this message or encourage them to email us at familycircus@agmd.org to join the list. We enjoy hearing from all our friends. 


	Click on the following link if you can help us financially in ministering to the King’s Kids:


http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html" http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html

For the King and His kids!
Darrell and Sandy Blatchley
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